










































About the Author: Rabbi Maurice J. Bloom (1902-1965)
      From his ordination by Rabbi Stephen S. Wise in June 1927 until he became rabbi of Tremont Temple in the Bronx in
September 1955, the Rev. Dr. Maurice J. Bloom was spiritual leader of Temple Beth Jacob in Newburgh, NY (established as a
reform congregation in 1854), which elected him lifetime rabbi in 1950. Rabbi Bloom’s spiritual, scholarly, and civic leadership
impacted the state, the nation, and the Jewish world at large, while our congregation grew from 44 members to over 200 families.
During World War II, on June 24,1942, he was named Jewish Chaplain of the United States Military Academy at West Point by the
National Jewish Welfare Board, succeeding a Lieutenant Colonel who had been called to active duty. Rabbi Bloom was charged
with ministering to the spiritual needs of about 100 Jewish cadets; he also was the first person who managed to get them matzahs
to eat during Passover. 
     The Rev. Dr. Maurice J. Bloom was born in Russia on June 22, 1902, brought to the United States in 1912, and then raised in
Newcastle, Pa. He graduated with an A.B. degree from the University of Pittsburgh in 1923 and received a rabbinical degree in
1927 from the Jewish Institute of Religion, whose alumni he headed in 1930. He studied at the University of Chicago, Columbia
University, the Hebrew University in Jerusalem, and the American School for Oriental Research, receiving a Doctor of Divinity
degree from Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion. 
     Rabbi Bloom was also founder and former president of the Hudson Valley Region of the Zionist Organization of America and
chaplain to disabled veterans at the United States Hospital in Castle Point. He subsequently served as part-time chaplain at
Kingsbridge Veterans Hospital. He was president of the Association of Reform Rabbis of New York City and Vicinity, a member of
the executive board of the Synagogue Council of America, and a member of the board of the Central Conference of American
Rabbis.

********
In the photo from the old Temple on South Street, Rabbi Bloom is standing to the left of Cantor Gottlieb amid the Confirmation
Class of 1954, which includes David Rider and my sister, Babette Dorfman, on the far right.  
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