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(Concluded from our September isiue)

ALFnF.n M::nirfnr.cm, Jr., who graduated from West Point on June 24,
1861, unlike his father, joined the cause of the Union immediately

:;F;;{‘ Eraduation. He won quick recognition for his great abilities as a
*0%dier. In the short period of the four years of the war, he rose to the
rank of Licutenant Colonel. He served at Bull Run and was particularly
cited for gallnntr}r at the siege of Fort Wagner in South Carolina. During
the years of peace that followed the war his career in many ways followed
that of his distinguished father. He commanded many arsnals in the
Fast, Middle West and Far West. For two terms, lasting eleven years,
h? Was instructor in gunnery at West Point. When he was retired from
his lﬂﬂf and distinguished military career he held the rank of brigadier
neral,

:"lfttr the Civil War, the number of Jewish graduates from West
Pomt showed a marked increase. Included among these were: Jacoh
Emanuel Bloom (Class of 1873), Henry J. Goldman (1877). Oren
B. Meyer (18g0), Harry J. Hirsch (18g1), Otho B. Rosenbaum
fla.g“ v and Louis C. Wolf (18g2), all of whom had distinguished
military careers, Nearly one hundred Jewish West Point graduates
served in the First World War and it is estimated that in the present war
the number of Jewish graduates exceeds two hundred. They varv in
rank from the twelve newly made second lieutenants of this year's class
to onc major general and three brigadier generals. The present corps

includes Seventy-two j:-wish cadets.

CllAPHL attendance by cadets of West Point is compulsory every Sun-
/ day of the year. By law of Congress there is a non-sectarian chapel,

but in practice this has always been Protestant. In 1goo, there was built a
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e Stone frieze at West Point (see p. 22) composed of statues of history’s greatest
WArriors, represe ating three civilizations. T hese include jfhh!-r'*. David and
Judas Maccabeus; Hector, Alexander, Caesar; King Arthur, and Charlemagne.

Catholic Chapel and a chaplain was provided by the Diocese of New
York vl:',itn_. llntil VvOry t’-‘t'('!lll:.' ‘]t"\.\.i.‘lh cadets attended SCrvIces at the
Cadet {:11‘1|H-1' In March. 1933, at the suggestion of the writer of this
article, the Jewish Welfare Board of New York sent Passover "'~1l|'l|1-|il"~
to West Point. Further negotiations by the Welfare Board resulted, 1n
1634, in permission to conduct High Holiday services for the cadets and
enlisted men stationed at West Point. In the autumn of 1934, 1935 and
1g1h, such services were conducted by a Jewish cadet at the Academy.
On October 26, 1936, the Jewish Welfare Board appointed Rabhi Ben-
jamin Tintner of New York as a chaplain to conduct services at West
Point. The Jewish cadets were still obliged to attend the Cadet Chapel
and only attended the Jewish services voluntarily. In Aprl, 1939, the
superintendent, Brigadier General Jay L. Benedict, through the influ-
ence of the Jewish Welfare Board, created a separate Jewish Chapel
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» Outstanding West Point cadets: (top, left) Alfred Mordecai, §r. (1861) and
(top, right) Otho B, Rosenbaum (18g4); Irving j. Phillipson (bottom, left

[904 ), now a major general, and Jules Yates (botiom, right—1940), captain in
the Eugl'm'ru'ug f.‘u.-p.:,, rr'p-_-rn‘rf rrir':!fng “somewhere tn the P.'r.-'.l':,r-,r-."rr-'l."
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¢ Jewsh Cadet Chapel at the U, §. Military Academy, West Pont, photo-
graphed on the cve of Yom fl.-'}'-'j'i'f-" (5701), September 20, 1942, Rabbi
Maurviee §. Bloom (fourth from left, front) is chaplain of the fewish Squad

an.‘nrl, FIVINgE cadets of the 1}1‘“'i*~]1 faith the E}I'Il'-'“ﬁ'?-f." of -"lh'lhiﬁl'ug thewr
own religious services, and excusing them from attendance at the com-
r“l['\lf'll"!.' f :.'H']l"‘l f:i’l;l]“‘r llll'HF'\ t}'h_" Jl'_'\l,'i'-..l'L ':.:I'IﬂF:Il"'! Wiiis |";I'i"1.l'f:| i Tl'H' flin‘tj‘ltr'}
of a regular chapel formation,

Rabbi Tintner continued to serve as Jewish chaplain in behalf of the
Jewish Welfare Board until he was called to active duty in 1941. Rabbi
Nathan Blechman of Mamaroneck, New York, served from Fﬂ'llll‘l]‘.ll{‘!'-
1041 to June, 1942, when the writer of this article was called by the
Jewish Welfare Board and ratified by General Francis B. Wilby as the
chaplain of the Jewish Squad.

'b.u'|m| CHAPEL SERVICES are held every Sunday morning in a
L chapel which s improvised in one of the Academy buildings with
t]i"' :li':l f'l- 11 ELI'l‘L, ‘l-'ll'l'li.‘.'h Wails FII:I'I'I.l'I_t'LI I'I"l| I.:H_"I._Iln"ll'il H:llid]l'r, = | rr(]l'.,l.h.,
which 15 a gift of Rabbi Jonah B. Wise, in memory of Rabbi Isaac M.

) LIBERAL }l'll.-"o.l-.‘-'hf'd



Mivitary Acipeny, W:.:T-PumT.}
12th November, 1802,

T a Me2ting of the Corps of Engineers, called for the

porpofe of cenfidering the propricty of forming a Socie-

ty for prometivg Militery Science, the ﬁlln#inq preliminary
Anisles were jep rrately propofed, and enaniaiouily votzd,

1. A Socizty frall be forme. for the purpef: of promoting
Military Seieaze.

2. The place of mecting fhall be wherever the Military Aca-
demy may be eftablith=d.

3. The Ofceis and Cadcet: of the Corps of Lingiacers fhall
be members of right.

4. All other members fall be ele@ied by ballot,

,.5+ Ary gentlemn, whether a military man or not, may be
nigul::#, vunder ~~oulations to be made by the conflitution.

- No queficn thall be rermisted in the Socinmty 2fF:fiing the
Przaciz.tion, di‘cipline or iuternal concern; of any exiiling
Corps belozging to the Army of the United States, the olijedls
oftheSocicty beina exclufiveiy confined to the Arts and Sciences,

-. When the Corps of Engineers, or {> m:iny of them as
m1y be at \v'efl i'cint, thall figa the Preliminaries, tie Society
fkzll be inftitutea,

§. A Prefiden: and Secretary pro tempere fhall immediately
he appcinizd by bailot, atter which a Committee fhall ke chof-
en to fyrm a eaa:titation.

0. The rcxt meetinz of the Society fhall be when the Com-
mittee (hall pive notice to the Prefid=nt pro 12mpore, taat they
are ready 1o report, and he Mall cail the members togetner 2c-
curdingly.

[S:GNED]

FSonathan Williams, Decius Wadsworth, Wm. A. Bar-
ron, farcd Mzasfiell, Fames Wilson, Alex. Jiwamfp, jun.
Soeas T Swife, Sinesn M Levyy, Walker Ko dimistead,
Jeseih G Loticiis
e

o Facsmls JJ' the minuies ;'nrr'n;" the establishment i thi .'hr-ﬁhi'rﬁ Academy
at West Point ( Nog. 12, 1802 ). Among ihi f-!'mnj-r rs af this “Nacicty for pri-
mofing Military Secience” was Stmeon M. Levy, member of the arst graduating
class; “hero of Maumee Rapids.” [See Lanera Jumarsm, Sepr., 147, p. 44).
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Wise, and a pulpit and menorahs sccured by Chaplain Tintner, The
regular weekly services arc read from the Union Prayerbook. The
cadets have their own choir which sings all the responses at the serviges-
It is gratifying to note that most of the boys are able to read the Brocpos
in Hebrew when they are called up to the Torah. Special services gre
conducted for the High Holidays and all the festivals, The annual Seder
4t West Point has become a notable event and was attended this year by
the two generals and many other high officials of the Academy. At the
haccalaureate services in June, the custom was started of having the
Jewish graduates present something to the Jewish Chapel. This year
they gave ornaments for the Torah, It is hoped that in the near future
voluntary contributions will give the Jewish cadets a chapel of their own.

On 2 massive stone mantel 1in the academic board room of the United
States Military Academy there are statues of the nine greatest warriors
the world has ever known, They represent the three civilizations that
have influenced military tradition of America. Of these, three are from
the Graeco-Roman world: Hector, Alexander, and Caesar, Three are
Christian warriors: King Arthur, Charlemagne, and Godfrey de
Bouillon. Three are Jewish heroes: Joshua, David, Judas Maccabeus.

How to Combat Anti-Semitism

“Democracy, with its moderation and liberalism, does work. A single
example, perhaps, will suffice. In Slovakia the Prague government
solved the Jewish problem as no other country solved it in the whole of
Central Europe. The new government, set up at Versailles, found a de-
plorable situation in the small villages of Slovakia. In almost every vil-
luge the Jews ran the n, diﬁp:‘:ﬂﬁcd the l:h'il'l]ls, and served as monev-
lenders. The whole community was in debt to them and anti-Semitism
was a problem. How did Prague face this? The Czechs set up state banks
in each town with nominal interest charges, which, of course, meant the
destruction of the Jewish money-lenders. But the Czechs were not anti-
Semitic. They went to the money-lenders, explained their program and
the reasons for it, and offered the Jews jobs in state banks at fixed sal-
aries. As a result of this policy I found, twenty years later, that this was
the only region in Central Europe where there was virtually no feeling
against Jews. The Jews themselves in several towns said that they pre-
ferred to work for the state institutions.”—From We Cannot Escape
History by John T. Whitaker ( Macmillan), 1943.
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The Inspiring Historical Record of Fewish Cadet
Participation at the United States Military Academy
Since the First Graduation More Than a Century Ago

Jews at Weslt Point

ny Mavrice |. BLoom

MW

ug rmst graduation of the United States Military ﬁﬂﬂdemf;:
Wost Point, New York, was held on October 12, 8oz, The ¢

consisted of two cadets who were commissioned second licutena
the Corps of Engineers. Their names were Joseph G. Swilt and Sim
M. Levy. T

Indeed, Jews have been prominently identified with West Point ﬂnﬂl
it¢ earliest beginnings as a military establishment. It was Ge End
George Washington who first recognized its strategic importanc . o
who urged the fortification of the narrow turn in the Hudson River
West Point. The story of the great chain that was stretched acro® o
river to halt British shipping is well known. In 1779 George Washin
established headquarters at West Point. The guartcrmaster a
master of this fortification was young Isaac Franks, who had 'ET’fl“ "
three years earlier, at the age of seventeen, in Colonel Lesher’s TEE’HI;DJ
of New York Volunteers. He had served in the Battle of LONg ; of
and was taken prisoner by the British when they captured New york -
September 15, 1776. After three months he escaped and made 2 dang®
ous crossing of the Hudson to join the American Forces. 50

In 1780, control of the fortifications at West Point was turned m:;nﬁ
Major General Benedict Arnold, the hero of Saratoga, who later D€
the country's most despicable traitor. When Arnold assumed co™
he brought with him, as aide-de-camp, Col. David Salisbury l'ﬂﬂhn
who had been a member of his military family at Philadelphia 3“‘1.‘?5}1
was a relative of Isaac Franks. Upon Arnold’'s flight to the nt,j uﬂ‘:
Franks was arrested for alleged implication because of his close rela® of
ship to the general, but he was honorably acquitted the next day- "
catisfied with this, Franks wrote to George Washington, asking {BL._._.
Gourt of Inquiry. This court met at West Point on November 2; i
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a“"":l‘':'“'“'-l]:l'lr:tﬂl':,.r exonerated him. The subsequent military _&meltl diplo-
Matic career of this Jewish military officer of West Point 1n its early

P 2 I ;
Yswas a dlz-l]ngu::shf!d one.

T“E following story, contained in the memoirs of Joseph G. Swift,
L displays the true patriotism of a common Jewish soldier at West
- int at the time of Benedict Arnold’s treason at West Point: 1“‘In reljr'r-
1::'1 to the treason of Arnold, his escape from Beverly, near West Point,
n:“ by the energy of the coxswain of his barge, Ecrr]:'ﬂ”_-[]*f“'r% who
ﬂlF'P“EEd they were going upon an interview with the British ; that on
&ir arrival on board ship, the sloop of war, Vulture, nf‘ﬂﬂ“riilr Amold
Offered to make Levy a Sergeant Major in the British service, with some
"mark on the cause of abandoning the American cause. Levy rephed
Aﬁt one coat was enough to wear and, said Dr. Fustis, this reply “:“"de
mold look like a dog with his tail between his legs; that the Gom-
:na“d’:l" of the Vulture commended Levy for sticking to his country and
ffated the barge crew with good fare and allowed them to return to
e5t Poing®
m‘a‘m““g the papers of the Continental Congress there is a
phnfrtgaﬂl? on the lands at West Point that was held by a Jew from
lladelphia named Eliezer Levy. Levy sued the Congress to recover
:nmﬁ of the money that he had advanced to it, on the security i_'hl' 1,080
Cres at West Point, but that body took no favorable action on his claim.
RcWEH Point continued as a military establishment after the end of the
Volutionary War. It did not become @ permanent military academy
N4l March 16, 1802, when President Thomas Jefferson signed an actof
ﬂa:gmm to that effect, It was then that Cadet Simeon M. Levy and his
ol mate Joseph G. Swift were ready to become the first graduating
ass from the United States Military Academy.
Ve f Simeon Levy. His classmate

Swi ry little, unfortunately, is known © : _ "

‘ift has left us his memoirs from which some information cat c

| ?ﬁ from a respectable jew
a

Ned, According to these memoirs, Levy was “ . ;
Mily of Baltimore and formerly a sergeant in Captain Funku_:and 5
,,,“"‘f*ﬂﬂy of Infantry and thence promoted to Cadet for hus e and
h:'hﬁmmif attainments. He was now 25 years of age.” Cullum's Regis-
W of the graduates of the United States Military Academy says tl'!at he
b:f appointed cadet “for his good conduct as Orderly Sergeant in the

te of Maumee Rapids, August 20,1 294"

In 4 footnote to his article on the «History of the

record of a

Jews in Baltimore”
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associated with HWest
Pomnt: (top feft; see
. 49), MAJOR ALFRED
VIORDECAIL SR., after a
hortratt by T homas
Sully.; (h1L.|}AVlH AL~
spURY FRANKS (lop
richt: see p. 44), from
a miniature by Charles
I illsan P r'l'!rF'.' (.-:-ﬁl_.
[sasac Franks (bol-
tom right; see . 44),
from a natable canias
h-_; Gilbert Sluarl.
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(Volume 25 Publications of the American Jewish Historical Society ),

z H_- Hartogensis calls Simeon M. Levy “the hero of Maumee Rapids”

'“_ﬂil'iltes that his distinguished military career was o well remem-

red in 1824 in Baltimore that it helped secure the extension of citizen-
P to Jews by the Maryland Legislature.

wn““ x» prTy that most of the data of his life is not known to us.
5t R No work on ;":L:rncriran jl:‘l-'-’iﬂh history seems ever to have heard
g - Cullum’s Register merely says that on ]u]‘}' 28, 15:15';_, 'l:l];;u;h_-t Levy
Mg attached to the Corps of Engincers by Colonel Williams, com-
nder of West Point, in accordance with an order from Secretary of
ar Dearborn. One month after their graduation day ( November 12,
“::1} » Levy and Swift r.-:'.:‘l:iri]‘.lﬂtrrd in a m:‘:l?ling w:1t!1 their r-+ﬂ'|n*-rg :.md
*ﬂtiefr teachers for the purpose of l"nﬂr‘nmg a m_1l1tars_,= !1111|f1m|?h|n::;1
n E}[? o promote mﬂit:-:lf‘}f sCjenCe a:..l‘ld 'Instnr'?r. r:h]s nrgar.u;.munn -_;::; ﬁtf
Iy istence at West Point. Its original constitution, hl"'ill.'l“;[ the signa-
Tes of the eight founders, can be seen framed in the Military Academy
'-":n fary, Upon graduation, Lieutenant Levy was sent as an ll.‘iﬁi!itill'll'
hﬁlnu.r to Fort Jac kson, Georgia. The register states that he resigned
he ?nmm""-“iﬂn on September 30, 8os5. The reason may h:w:u been poor
alth because it is noted that he died in 1Bo7 somewhere in Georgia.
O, May 5, 1805, when the Corps of Cadets was yet Very small,

an : .
Othey Jew was enrolled as a member. His name was Samuel Noah,

& 1 - Fing .
'wd he became a cadet in the first regament of artillery at West Pomt.
he became the thir-

en he was commissioned on December g, 1807,

L
iﬂ’h rraduate of West Point.
amue] Noah was a cousin of Mordecai Manuel Nozh, the first

&mﬂﬁm“ consul at Tunis and famous as playwright and journalist.
h,a: official register of the United States Military Academy says that he
i born in London on July 19, 1779 and emigrated to this country
Mﬁﬁl‘l he was twenty years old. But in Isaac Goldberg's hiography of

Mecai Manuel Moah, there is mention of a “Sammy Noah" who

gre :
W up in the home of the {ormer’s mother.

THE caregr of Samuel Noah was colorful and distinguished. While
iy yet at the Military Academy he was often aide to the superintend-
and frequently acted as judgf-advmam or recorder of the courts at
Resf Point. When he obtained his commission, he joined the Second

®giment of Artillery at Cantonment Columbia Springs, near




Adams, Mississippi. To reach his assignment, Noah had to undertake a
very tedious and dangerous journey. Here he divided his time between
watching smugglers on the Florida frontiers by marching from one
unhealthy camp to another in the Gulf States and making an exhaus-
tive study of the campaigns of Napoleon who was then the military
prodigy of the world. He resigned as a first lieutenant in 1811 because
he was “wearied with slow promotion and disgusted that ignorant civil-
ians were appointed to rank with him,” according to his biographer,
Major General George W, Cullum.

Samuel Noah had in him the elements of a soldier of fortune. After
resigning from the American Army, he joined a number of other Amer-
icans and Mexicans in a campaign to free Mexico from its royalist yoke.
During March and April, 1813, the command under which he fought
led the hattle for San Antonio and captured Saleido, the old capital of
Texas. Here he learned of the war of the United States against Great
Britain and, true to the flag of his adopted country, he left Texas and,
escaping through many perils by flood and field, reached the city of
Washington where he offered his services to President Madison. Because
he was born in England, Noah's offer to fight as an American officer
was declined. Not daunted, however, his fiery patriotism impelled him
to proceed to New York where he volunteered to fight as a private in
Captain Benjamin Dunning’s company for the defense of Brooklyn.
Here he distinguished himself in the battle by virtue of his military
knowledge and patriotic ardor for the American cause.

After the War of 1812, Noah taught school at Goshen, New York,
until 1820. He spent two years after that in England where he was
present at the trial of Queen Caroline and the Coronation of George
IV. He later taught Military Science in various academies in Virginia
until 1848, For many years Major Noah was the oldest living graduate
of the United States Military Academy and, though he lived in poverty,
his declining days found him respect and admiration. He died at the age
of g2 at the home of a friend in Mount Pulaski, Illineis, on March 10,
1851, having by that time become a pleasant tradition at his alma mater
for his romantic carcer and adventurous, thrilling life.

SIHmN Levy and Samuel Noah were followed in later years by an

increasing number of Jewish graduates from West Point. Among
the most distinguished of these, who finished their course between the
war of 1812 and the Civil War were: Alfred Mordecar, Sr. (Class of

48
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1 823), Abraham C. Myers (1833), Henry M. Judah (1843), Alfred
sordecai, JT- (1861), and a host of others. For the most part, these men
. re better known to us and their careers will be described here briefly.

Alfred Mordecal, Sr., was born in Warrenton, North Carolina, in
1 Bog, the son of a pioneer Jewish educator who conducted a fashionable
airl’s boarding school. He was graduated at the head of his class at West
Point and remained on the faculty of the Academy for two ycars. He
bhecame one of the country’s outstanding experts on ordnance. He served
with distinction in the Mexican War and was at different times head of
the arsenals at Washington, Frankfort, and Watervliet. In 1855, he was
cent to Jurope to visit the Crimean War theater and reported on his
findings in @ book published by the United States Government in 1860.
O this tripihe had an audience with the Czar of Russia. At the out-
break of the Civil War he said he was “unwilling to forge arms to be
used against his agc_'.d mother, brothers and sisters in the South™ and he
resigned his commission as a major. As he later expressed it: “When
Civil War became inevitable, unwilling to engage in it, for reasons pecu-
liar to mysell, I resigned my commission from the army and retired with
iy family into Philadelphia.” He died there in 1884.

The career of General Abraham C. Myers is well known because of
his famme a8 quartermaster-general of the Confederacy during the Civil
War He was born in South Carolina and was appointed a cadet from
the state in 1828. Upon graduation from West Point in 1833, he was
assigned. 10 the Infantry. During the Mexican War, his distinguished
service merited the promotion to major for gallantry at Palo Alto and
fetiga O1€ la Palma. He was chief quartermaster in F lorida, New Or-
leans and New York until 1861, when the Civil War broke out and he
joined the Confederacy. He died on June 20, 1889, at Washington,
D. .. at the age of 78.

Henry M. Judah, who was the son of gamuel B. H, Judah, prominent
New York playwright and lawyer, and scion of a distinguished family,
was a classmatc of Ulysses S. Grant in 1843. He fought in the Civil War
in which be¢ received wounds which resulted in his death at Plattsburg,
New Y orks in 1866, at the age of 45. (To be concluded in next issue)

+ Ajd for Russian Refugees. Food and clothing parcels sent by
American I riends of refugees in Soviet Russia are being acknowledged

through the office of the World Jewish Congress, which has compiled a
list of about 10,000 such Jewish refugees.
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About the Author: Rabbi Maurice J. Bloom (1902-1965)

From his ordination by Rabbi Stephen S. Wise in June 1927 until he became rabbi of Tremont Temple in the Bronx in
September 1955, the Rev. Dr. Maurice J. Bloom was spiritual leader of Temple Beth Jacob in Newburgh, NY (established as a
reform congregation in 1854), which elected him lifetime rabbi in 1950. Rabbi Bloom’s spiritual, scholarly, and civic leadership
impacted the state, the nation, and the Jewish world at large, while our congregation grew from 44 members to over 200 families.
During World War I, on June 24,1942, he was named Jewish Chaplain of the United States Military Academy at West Point by the
National Jewish Welfare Board, succeeding a Lieutenant Colonel who had been called to active duty. Rabbi Bloom was charged
with ministering to the spiritual needs of about 100 Jewish cadets; he also was the first person who managed to get them matzahs
to eat during Passover.

The Rev. Dr. Maurice J. Bloom was born in Russia on June 22, 1902, brought to the United States in 1912, and then raised in
Newcastle, Pa. He graduated with an A.B. degree from the University of Pittsburgh in 1923 and received a rabbinical degree in
1927 from the Jewish Institute of Religion, whose alumni he headed in 1930. He studied at the University of Chicago, Columbia
University, the Hebrew University in Jerusalem, and the American School for Oriental Research, receiving a Doctor of Divinity
degree from Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion.

Rabbi Bloom was also founder and former president of the Hudson Valley Region of the Zionist Organization of America and
chaplain to disabled veterans at the United States Hospital in Castle Point. He subsequently served as part-time chaplain at
Kingsbridge Veterans Hospital. He was president of the Association of Reform Rabbis of New York City and Vicinity, a member of

the executive board of the Synagogue Council of America, and a member of the board of the Central Conference of American
Rabbis.

*kkkkkkk

In the photo from the old Temple on South Street, Rabbi Bloom is standing to the left of Cantor Gottlieb amid the Confirmation
Class of 1954, which includes David Rider and my sister, Babette Dorfman, on the far right.
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